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Two Long-billed Dowitcher
Limnodromus scolopaceus
specimens from Ecuador
Long-billed Dowitcher
Limnodromus scolopaceus and
Short-billed Dowitcher L. griseus
are boreal breeding shorebirds
that winter primarily in North and
Middle America. They were treated
as conspecific until 1950 when
Pitelka!! separated them on the
basis of morphological and
ecological differences. Field identi-
fication of dowitchers continues to
represent a significant challenge,
particularly in basic plumage, and
the status of Long-billed Dowitcher
in South America has been
obscured for this reason. Recent
interest in the identification issue
has clarified some of the key field
marks for distinguishing these
birds away from the breeding
gTOundSl’S’g’lo’13’20.

Short-billed Dowitcher is well
known in northern South
America*1617 where it displays a
strong preference for coastal, inter-
tidal areas, and may be largely or
entirely absent inland'’. Long-
billed Dowitcher is known from
sight records in the Netherlands
Antilles! and specimens from
Argentina?! (though controver-
sial”), Colombia?® and Ecuador?,
but only a single unequivocal
record exists, a basic adult trapped
and photographed in Colombia!®
The sight records have not been
peer-reviewed, and many of the
specimens have not been critically
re-evaluated following our most
recent refinements to dowitcher
identification criteria. However,
the current checklist of birds of
South America places this species
on its Main List based on these
sight records, the Colombian
photograph, and on the existence

130



Cotinga 31

Short Communications

- "

Figure |. First-year female Long-billed
Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus
(MLZ 5491) prov. Chimborazo,
Ecuador; the pattern of the retained
juvenile tertials (pale-fringed and lacking
internal markings) is diagnostic for this
species (Caleb G. Putnam)

of the two specimens described
below?.

During an ongoing study of
dowitcher moult and migration
strategies, CGP found a Long-
billed Dowitcher specimen from
Ecuador held at the Moore
Laboratory of Zoology, Occidental
College, Los Angeles, California,
USA (MLZ 5491). The specimen
(Fig. 1), a first-year female, was
identified by plumage characters
(juvenile tertials lacking pale
internal markings and rectrices
with narrow white and broad black
bars) and measurements (culmen
74.8 mm, tarsus 40.0 mm). Both
measurements are diagnostic of L.
scolopaceus24, The specimen was
obtained on 14 December 1929 at
Lago de Colta (3,300 m), a
highland lake in prov. Chimborazo,
Ecuador by T. Mena, who collected
five other bird specimens (all
deposited at MLZ) on that date at
that locality, and 50 others
elsewhere in Ecuador during
December 1929 (E. Reddington
pers. comm.).

Chapman? included a record of a
dowitcher from the highlands of
Ecuador based on a specimen now
held in the Museo Regionale di
Scienze Naturali, Turin, Italy. The
bird was collected during the
Salvadori & Festa expedition of
1895-98, during which nearly
2,900 specimens were collected
throughout Ecuador?. Photographs,
measurements and locality data
for the specimen were provided by
R. Toffoli. The specimen was
labelled by Viaggio E. Festa in
1896 with collector number 577

and museum number MRSN 6866,
and was collected in prov. Cafiar
on 9 October 1896. The culmen
measures 62 mm (bill broken) and
the tarsus 40.5 mm. The specimen
is labeled Macrorhamphus griseus,
but this identification predates the
‘splitting’ of Long-billed and Short-
billed Dowitchers. Tarsus length
alone excludes Short-billed
Dowitcher!, and the lack of
internal markings on the pale-
fringed (juvenile) tertial feathers
confirms this. The bird can be aged
as a first-year male based on the
retained juvenile tertials. The
identity, age and sex of this
specimen were confirmed by P.
Pyle (pers. comm.).

With two specimens of Long-
billed Dowitcher from the
highlands of Ecuador (and at least
one confirmed record from
elsewhere in South America), any
dowitcher seen on the continent
should be closely scrutinised,
particularly those found away from
the coast.
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